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onday, January 28, 1754, Horace

Walpole (the son of the Prime

Minister of England under
George IT) writes a letter to his friend Horace
Mann. Walpole had long admired a likeness
of awoman who died more than a century be-
fore, Bianca Capello (1548-87), the beautiful
second wife of Duke Francesco de Medici of
Florence. Thirteen years after he first sees her
portrait, hisfriend Mann purchases itfor him,
and sends it to London.

Walpole plans a frame for the portrait, with
alabel that has on one side the coat of arms of
the Capello family, on the other side that of
the Medicis. Ina 1578 Venetian book he finds
two coats of arms of the Capellos. In one of
them a fleur-de-lis is added to a blue ball. He
recognizes the fleur-de-lis as a Medici em-
blem, and heisimmediately persuaded the lit-
tle flower was given to the Capello family by
the Grand Duke, inrecognition of thealliance
by marriage. He then writes: “This discovery
indeed 1s almost of that kind which I call ser-
endipity, a very expressive word, which as I
have nothing better to tell you, I shall endeav-
or to explain to you: you will understand it
better by the derivation than by the defini-
tion. | once read a silly fairy tale, called The
Three Princes of Serendip: as their highnesses



“I once read
a silly fairy tale, called
The Three Princes
of Serendip: as their
highnesses travelled, they
were always making
discoveries, by accidents and
sagacity, of things
they were not in
quest of...”
(Horace Walpole, 1754)







